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and | certainly would support you in that regard if it
cones to that. Thank you.

SPEAKER NI CHO : Senator Higgins, did you wish to speak
to the Hanni bal anendnents

SENATOR H GA NS: Yes, M. Speaker. | support the Hanni bal
amendnent because it is an amendnent that | think speaks to
the people and for the people. | wi sh to point out that if

we go to district election our five county conmm ssioners w ||
represent the equival ent of somewhere between 75 to 80, 000
peopl e. Senator Johnson nmade the statenent that sone of the

rural areas have district electlons. | ask you, how many of
themrepresents 75 to 80,000 people in those rural areas,
one man or one woman' | don't think you will find any. |

don't think you will filnd any. Al so the point was made that
the reason that we should do this is because we have never

el ected a woman to the Douglas County Board. | would |ike
to recall to Senator Vard Johnson's nenory and all those
others that the Gty of Oraha had a wonman on the city coun-
cil when the city council was still elected at |arge, Betty
Abbott, and in one year the voters threw out all the city
counci| except that one woman. So Ommha has el ected a wonan
to a sizable position and she ran at large. Now i f a woman
has not nade It on the Douglas County Board, nmaybe she could
make it if she talked to Bettg Abbott and asked her how she
did it with the city council because she did not run by dis-
trict. Senator Pirsch made a very good presentati on of the
hi story of Douglas County going fromat large to district

and back and forth again and | would onla/ say that the reason
they went back to the at large in the '70s was they found out
it gust plain didn't work so they went back to el ecting them
at large and it has worked very well ever since. And the
Hanni bal amendnment is an anendnent that | think every Dougl as
County senator can vote for and go back to his constituents
and say, | gave you the right to choose. | am not going to
cram sonet hi ng down your throat. | am here to represent you,
the people, not gust two or three senators from Dougl as
County who have nmanaged to put together a few votes perhaps
in their favor, but | amgiving this opportunity to you
where it belongs, with the people and it may be the first
tinme we have done it. And if the people want to elect the
county board at large or by district, sobeit. | did not vote
for distrilct elections in the Gty of QOmha because | didn' t
live there at that tine but | thought it was a good thing the
three tines they put it on to the people and each tinme the
people voted on it they voted against it. And you know what

| ran into during ny canpaign for this office? People tell-
ing me over and over again, what difference does it nake if
we go to the polls and vote anyway. You senators down there
wi || change our vote. We don't have any voi e in the Legis-



